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The week of Valentine's Day and for the foreseeable future, over 400 public and civic events and everything big bank will be the target of a coalition of Wall St. reformers, including a focused and sustained call for grassroots mobilization by the distributed network of volunteers, “A New Way Forward”, Americans for Financial Reform, and others. Their campaign "Break up with Your Big Bank" extends the "Move Your Money" campaign, where people will be asked to take their money out of anything that smells like a big bank, including credit cards (which 9 out of 10 are from big banks) and to show others how to do the same at a 400 continuously-refreshed list of events around the country.

ANWF is a movement organized via the web and founded by young people who want to take back the power of the ordinary citizen to affect our economic structure. As the banking industry continues secret lobbying in DC, volunteers around the country will drop in at public events, and will cut up their credit cards at protests in front of big banks. Citizens are committed to a fight with the big players in the financial sector for the foreseeable future. 

ANWF advocates using antitrust laws and competition to limit the influence of  big banks and shed light on the shadow banking sector.

The campaign has attracted Civil Rights activists like Bruce Hartford, who is working with the local Bay Area chapter of ANWF to demonstrate a break-up with their credit cards at a big bank branch in San Francisco sometime later this month. ANWF organizers intend to attract citizens with a huge range of views who will hold one idea in common: our current economic trends must be reversed.  

Franz Hartl, a 31-year old internet technology specialist organizing two events in New York City says, “The last election was proof that grassroots organizing works. If we are going to have an economy that works for Americans, it is our responsibility as citizens in a democracy to lead the change.”

People have been attracted to A New Way Forward's simple call to address the issue of "too big to fail" and discuss decentralizing the banking system.  The website for A New Way Forward is run by Tiffiniy Cheng, a 29 year old technologist who works out of her farmhouse in rural Massachusetts. It began in the middle of March 2009, and by early April, over 60 bailout protests were organized around the country. 
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