PLANNING FOR THE DAY OF PROTESTS (see talking point below):

Plans for the "day of" are: largest national outdoor phonebanks in history --- mobile cell phone banks and running footage -- bring your cell phone; bring huge signs with our Representatives' and Obama's phone number! We're going to jam their machines. Pump everyone up for the release of the Dirty Dog theme song that will drop sometime during the protest -- you can sign up to get a text of the song here: http://anewwayforward.org/blog

BRING FLYERS, DON'T FORGET YOUR BULL HORN OR MEGAPHONE:

All flyers are here, more get uploaded everyday: http://www.anewwayforward.org/more.php

SIGNS: Make 5-10 signs with legible slogans that send a clear message to the public and the media. Write in BIG LETTERS. Please make at least 5 signs with phone numbers of members of Congress, include the name of the Rep and the phone number. You can find contact info for your members of Congress below:
Contact info for your state, choose your state in the drop-down:

SENS: http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm

REPS: http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/mcapdir.html

You can print out these suggestions and use some of the slogans people are suggesting:

http://baneofamerica.com

http://ungroupciti.com

http://forgowells.com

The people are too big to fail

Give 'em hell, Barack

Banksters are gaming the system

Break Up the Banks

If it's too big to fail, it's too big to exist

Bailout the people

Trustbusters 2.0

OUTDOOR PHONE BANKING:

With the largest signs you can make, put the contact info for members of Congress. We are holding a large national outdoor phone bank on weekend minutes.We'll jam their machines with what we have to say -- all messages must be recorded and passed along to the Senator/Rep. Some people will be walking around with signs and everyone at the rally or walking by can call on their phones. You can pass out our talking points for anyone who needs them.

TAPED TESTIMONY:

Bill Moyers Journal will be making a montage of the day of protests all over the country. Upload videos to our protest channel via cell phones and computers. Ask people to film what people want to say to their members of Congress and to President Obama or Treasury Secretary Geithner. We will have a live channell on the 11th as part of our web presence.

Upload your videos to youtube or bliptv, but it's very IMPORTANT to tag your videos with "breakupthebanks" "breakthebanks" or "breakbanks" or "anwf"

If you or others at the rally don't have a youtube account for uploads, you can use this blip tv account:

http://uploads.blip.tv/

username: breakthebanks

password: banks

You can watch all videos here:

http://mefeedia.com/collections/breakbanks/

http://breakupthebanks.blip.tv/

http://blip.tv/rss/bookmarks/183437

TAGS:

In general, for all content related to the April 11th protests on Flickr, Twitter, Youtube etc., use the "anwf" tag.

OUR RALLY SONG:

Download "Don't Be Greedy" by Tiger, you can send songs to people from your phone while at the protest (if you have a phone).

Here's a little preview: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qxS_K7WIBQw

DOWNLOAD and CIRCULATE THE LETTER:

Bring sign-in sheets so we can send Congress a letter urging structural reform. Capture everyone who attends the protest and/or says that they support what you are doing. After the protest, please send these letters to us at 330 Ireland St. W. Chesterfield, MA 01084 and we will collect them all and send them to Congress.

I. Bring a clipboard

II. Download or copy this letter and print it out. Copy and paste the name and email lines onto a blank page and print it out 20 times. 

III. Tape a copy of the letter to the doors of your senators and representatives or slip it under their door.

IV. Save the sign up sheets and send them to us so we can send off to Congress: 30 Ireland St. W. Chesterfield, MA 01084.

THE LETTER:
For just the doc, download here: http://www.anewwayforward.org/i/letter411.doc

15 April 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama,

On April 11th, 2009, thousands of people across the country came out to express their frustration and disapproval with the government's handling of the banks whose conduct, which has lead to the economic crisis we now face. No one has been left unscathed by the mess the financial industry has created and we ask that you heed our call to take charge of the situation and make real structural changes to the financial sector that protect the public, not the banks.

Any action that keeps the current financial system fundamentally unchanged is unacceptable. We need to prohibit compensation plans that encourage risky practices or short term thinking. We have to break up any bank that is's "too big to fail" so that we can have a functional free market. We should further restrict lobbying by banks that receive taxpayer money. We need serious reforms that fix the systemic problems in our political and economic system: excessive political influence of banks, dangerous compensation systems, and massive consolidation that does nothing to serve the public interest.

1. Insolvent banks that are too big to fail must incur only a temporary FDIC intervention -- no more taxpayer subsidies.

2. Banks must be broken up and sold back to the private market with new antitrust rules in place -- new banks, managed by new people. Any bank that's poses systemic risk through the creation of complex financial instruments and consolidation efforts, or otherwise known as "too big to fail" means that it's too big for a free market to function.

3. A new agency -- accountable to an elected Congress and an elected President and with no ties to the nation's 12 largest banks --  must be created to enforce strong anti-trust laws and other rules that limit and guide the financial behavior of financial firms, and to restrict harmful features and practices in financial products.

.

Instead of pumping subsidies into financial institutions, we want solutions to the crisis that focus benefits on small businesses and consumers who can finance renewed economic growth. This requires strong consumer protections. "A reformed financial regulatory system must protect consumers, investors and taxpayers," the Consumer's Union recently wrote to you in March 2009. " Any future financial regulatory structure must include proactive regulatory oversight, strong consumer protections, steps to make the features and pricing of financial products less complex, credit reform, increased accountability of all who offer financial products, an active role for state consumer protection, a change in regulatory culture, and a federal agency independent of the banks focusing on the safety of consumer financial products.”  The December issue of Consumer Reports said: “ The new administration must put a stop to ‘"wait and see’" conduct by federal regulatory agencies. Congress and federal banking agencies must also restore the ability of states to develop and enforce consumer protection standards in financial services."  We completely agree.

We admire you and we are supporters of your Administration. That's why we have come out to show our support for action on the economy that address the root causes of the crisis and will prevent similar problems in the future. We want to help you stabilize the banks and rebuild a sustainbable economy that improves the lives of all working Americans.

Yours truly,

Consumers Union

A New Way Forward
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A New Way Forward

Talking Points

Slogans:

A. The people are too big to fail

B. Give 'em hell, Barack

C. Banksters are gaming the system

D. Break Up the Banks

E. hey hey ho ho, zombie banks have got to go

F. TARP; an exercise in setting money on fire.

G. Banks are socializing the cost and privatizing the rewards.

H. Kittens, not Fat Cats

Chants:

A. "I say Congress, you say listen!" "Congress!" "Listen!" "Congress!" "Listen!" "Congress! Congress!" "Listen! Listen!"  etc.

B. "Bankers!"  "Out!"

C. "Goldman!" "Sucks!"  

D. "Wells!" "Foreclose!"

E. Hey, hey, what’s the fuss? Make the economy work for us.

F. Hey, hey, what’s the fuss? Make big banks work for us.

G. Banks get bailed out -- People get sold out!

H. Private jets and bailout checks. But bank execs have no regrets

I. [Bank Name] you can’t hide, We can see your greedy side!

J. [Bank Name] you’ve got cash, So why pay your workers trash?!

K. Working families got a right to know… Hey, big banks: Where’s our dough?

L. Bailout bankers? That’s just lame! They waste money without shame!

M. Shine a light on corporate greed; We have hungry mouths to feed!

Our Demands:

1. restrict the ways that bankers can lobby and serve in the government.

2. prohibit compensation plans that encourages huge short-term risk.

3. the law against usury must be restored

4. independent regulation in an open and transparent matter

5. financial institutions can never be allowed to be too big to fail

6. banks that get public money can't lobby the government

7. banks have to make loans to small businesses

8. banks receiving public money must fully disclose their balance sheets

What's the problem?

A. All the government's various bailout plans, including Geithner's new one, socialize the costs of recovery and privatize the profits.

B. As banks get bigger, they gain more influence over government. They have the money, lobbyists and political access to make Congress and the Executive listen to them. Excessive corporate growth distorts our politics.

C. Geithner's plan is a just another bailout. It provides an enormous subsidy for private investors to buy toxic assets while passing all the risk onto the taxpayers. Like the TARP, there is no fundamental accounting for toxic assets and what they are actually worth. Nothing in the plan deals with the fundamental problems in our financial markets.

F. The world of economists, politicians and financiers is one elite web of influence

What are we doing?

A. We're organizing ourselves against the huge powers of the banks.

B. We're organizing to show Obama our support for serious reform of the financial industry, not more bailouts.

C. Through campaign money and lobbyists, the financial industry has been pushing politicians to protect their interests in these hard economic times. It's time for the public to demand that Congress and the Obama administration put the well being of all people over the greed of the bankers.

D. Thousands of people all over the country are sick of the bankers' access to government and our money. We're demanding that Congress address the root causes in a way that can get us out of this mess. These rallies are completely citizen-initiated and A New Way Forward is a website that helped us organize ourselves against the banks. A New Way Forward are collective bodies demanding that our economy be restored to the public.

E. This is a time when emotions are soaring high --- it's a time when we can come together and actually change the debate. The debate can't be focused on whether or not AIG gets their bonuses, but what kind of political environment do we have that allows tax payer money to go to buying people expensive private dinners.

F. To end bankers power to control our political system, we need to make a call for structural change. Our call for structural change is what makes these protests different.

Why are the rallies important?

A. We started them. Our grassroots organizing is coming from the entire country.

B. Congress has to listen to us, we’re power in numbers and we’re showing up at their doorstep.

C. Poilitcal process is bigger than Obama -- Obama needs to see the political viability of progressive answers to fixing the economy. 

D. The only nationally-coordinated grassroots protests to break the power of the banks since the meltdown.

E. We want to build a movement around serious ideas, not just anger and contrarianism

F. Many economists have explained that other countries have been in this situation before. There is a clear way to exit the crisis that rebuilds the country with the public's interest in mind.

G. We're calling for people to come together to show that the public has power and can demand that we have a say on what happens with our money. The political process can be owned by us, if we come together now.

H. We need to support Obama in having political independence from the banksters and to pass economic stimulus and bank reorganization policies he himself talks about.

I.. Progressives and those who want to address the ongoing and root causes of the crisis have a chance at changing the corrupt system that got us into this mess.

J. The public can exert political influence by coming together.

K. These protests are powerful because we're organizing without organizations.

L.  The banks have so much money and political access to influence the policy debate. But the public is forcing our way through.

What do we want?

A. We want the banks to be broken up, but in order to do this well, we need to see the current CEO's gone and new people put in place. Obama and Congress need political independence.

B. We need long-term rejection of corrupt consolidation practices.

C. Excessive growth of industries and corporations distort our economy and politics. They have too much political influence, so you don't see policies that are in the interest of the public and protects the public's well-being.

D. Banks need to be smaller. We don't want the bankers to take over our political system again.

E. Everybody who doesn't simply support big business, can agree with this protest: We got to make it so you can't get a bonus for taking your company down. We need serious reform that fixes the root causes in our political and economic system: excessive influence of banks, dangerous compensation systems, and massive consolidation that does nothing to serve the public interest.

F. Through campaign money and lobbyists, the financial industry has been pushing politicians to protect their interests in these hard economic times. It's time for the public to demand that Congress and the Obama administration put the well being of all people over the greed of the bankers. Our government will continue to be corrupted by the financial industry if people don't speak out and demand that Congress put the public interest first in everything they do

The people behind the protests:

A. These protests are completely citizen-initiated and volunteer. These protests are organized by citizens all over North America because they want to see change that our representatives are not making.

B. We're making a call to Congress to break up the banks and ensure that future banks never get so big again. A New Way Forward is a new website that sprung up in response to the bailouts so that people can organize against the banks. All grassroots, all-volunteer. Individually, we've all worked on internet organizing campaigns that are nonpartisan -- Open Congress, Miro. Joe Trippi and Zephyr are both internet organizing stars.

C. Zephyr Teachout was instrumental in turning Howard Dean's presidential campaign into an organizing legacy. She was also National Organizing Director of the Sunlight Foundation and currently is Visiting Assistant Professor of Law at Duke University. Joe Trippi headed Dean's campaign and co-founded Change Congress.

D. We are pushing for structural change of the banking sector - banks that are "too big to fail" must be broken up and new antitrust rules put in place. If we're going to fix the root causes of the crisis, the industry must be REFORMED. We think these protests can really tip the scales.

E. Will Greider, who wrote the Secret Temple about the Fed has guided and inspired this campaign. He fully supports and helps make this campaign possible. 

What’s the latest on the protests?

A. The website lets people initiate protests in their cities and coordinate on designated forums – we expect this distributed organizing to culminate in large and small protests around the country. Since the site launched, just 3 weeks ago, we have around 60 protests registered by local organizers in different cities.

B.  Mike Lux is our honorary co-chair. He has been speaking on these issues for a long time. We have been promoted on one of the leading economics blogs on economic recovery, Baseline Scenario and cited in The Nation last week. We started this because Simon Johnson made a clear case that we can get out of this mess through an FDIC intervention and championing regulation and decentralization. We’re trying to bring the public support behind sound economic policies.

The protests :

Plans for the day:

A. The people can be powerful in pushing serious ideas. Outdoor legislation: nationalized outdoor phone banks with contact numbers on big signs and people on mobile phones and weekend minutes; a letter to congress gets signed by people at the protest, which is taped, slipped under the door of or mailed to MOC; people videotape what they have to say to their congressmember. Many rallies will have different activities that come from the creativity of our organizers.

B. David Donnelly with Public Campaign Action Fund, says "New Way Forward is visionary, simple, and important."

C. We expect the unemployed, the foreclosed, the Obama supporters, the progressives, and those who are seeing their country slip away, to make their voice heard -- this country can't be hijacked by the banks anymore.

D. People have come out of the woodwork to lead others to express our majority opinion and our public will.

E. The website is designed as a tool for the public to proactively gain influence over their elected officials, even if they lack the financial and political resources. The national protest and the sentiment behind them are a way to show the government that voting citizens across the country are paying attention and they demand action on the economy that protects them, not the bankers.

F. Transparent and open organizing makes the difference -- facilitating a bottom up reaction to the crisis.

G. We're bringing down the barriers to entry as it were, bringing it down radically. Anyone can start a protest and others can step in to help organize them.

What we want you to do:

A. Our ask: sign up and go to the protest, sign onto our demand for structural change, join our organizing teams, bring on your organization, tell your friends and family to tell their friends and family.

B. Go to the protest with all your friends -- the only thing that really sends a message to Congress or to anyone in power is that you showed up!

C. Bring your camera and text our theme song.

